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PROPITIA TION OF VERMIN BY FARMERS     CHAP,

Sometimes

treated
with high
distinction
while the
rest are
pursued
with

relentless
rigour.

rice.    It is the rice of a prince.    It is the field of one who

is revered."1    The  Aino  of  Japan believe that God first

created rats and mice at Erum  kotan, which means " rat

place."     Indeed,  there   are   a   great  many rats  and  mice

there even now, and the people of the village worship mice

and offer them libations and sacred sticks whittled at the

top into shavings.    Grateful for these attentions, the mice

spare the gardens and will not nibble at the roots and the

fruits.    But if the people omit to worship the mice, or if

they are rash enough to speak evil of them, the creatures

are angry and eat up the garden produce.    The havoc which

rats and mice now work in the gardens of the Aino every

year is attributed to the modern neglect of the people to

worship the vermin.2

Sometimes the desired object is supposed to be attained
:reating with high distinction one or two chosen individuals
of the obnoxious species, while the rest are pursued with
relentless rigour. In the East Indian island of Bali, the
mice which ravage the rice-fields are caught in great numbers,
and burned in the same way that corpses are burned. But
two of the captured mice are allowed to live, and receive a
little packet of white linen. Then the people bow down
before them, as before gods, and let them go.8 In the
Kangean archipelago, East Indies, when the mice prove
very destructful to the rice-crop, the people rid themselves
of the pest in the following manner. On a Friday, when
the usual service in the mosque is over, four pairs of mice
are .solemnly united in marriage by the priest. Each pair is
then shut up in a miniature canoe about a foot long. These
canoes are filled with rice and other fruits of the earth, and
the four pairs of mice are then escorted to the sea-shore
just as if it were a real wedding. Wherever the procession
passes the people beat with all their might on their rice-
blocks. On reaching the shore, the canoes, with their little
inmates, are launched and left to the mercy of the winds and
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